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It’s good to gather with you here this morning … to draw near to God, to worship God, to fellowship with one another, and to be encouraged and equipped to take the Gospel back out into the world with us and passionately, visibly, and intentionally live it out in our homes, in our jobs, in our schools, in our neighborhoods, and with the people God brings across our paths.  Thanks for creating time in your life to be here.

Because of Pharaoh’s hardness of heart, we’ve watched the Egyptians; over many weeks, or even months, endure the havoc of NINE PLAGUES.  And then, after going through God’s judgment that cost the lives of the firstborn of every person and animal in Egypt, now we’re finally going to see Pharaoh let the Israelites go.  But friends, just about what Pharaoh and the people who were supposed to be under his care, have lost.  It’s staggering.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 1

The sinful choices you and I make NEVER affect just us – they affect the people we love, and who love us, and oftentimes, even the people out on the periphery of our lives.

And gang, until we wake up to this truth, and until we begin to own the consequences of our choices, we’re not going to make new choices that will move us toward maturity in Jesus Christ instead of stalling us out in the transformation of taking on more of God’s character in our lives … so that our THOUGHTS, our WORDS, our ACTIONS and our PRIORITIES reflect those of Jesus Christ, and that reflect less and less of the old us before we surrendered our sin, our egos, our fears, and our pain, and came into a relationship with God.  Do you see it?  Please turn with me in your Bibles to the second book of The Old Testament, EXODUS 12:31 …

To say that Pharaoh was finally about to let the children of Israel go is an enormous understatement … because at this point in time, after the NINE PLAGUES, and after the DEATH OF HIS FIRSTBORN SON, Pharaoh’s commanding them to pack up their own personal stuff, and to take a take all the gold, and silver, and clothing they can collect from the Egyptians, and EXIT STAGE RIGHT.  And in the giving of this command, Pharaoh is doing exactly what God said in EXODUS 11:1 he’d do …

EXODUS 12:31-33 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

31 Then he [Pharaoh] called for Moses and Aaron at night and said, 
“Rise up, get out from among my people, both you and the sons of Israel; and go, worship the LORD, as you have said.
32 Take both your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and go, and bless me also.”
33 The Egyptians urged the people, to send them out of the land in haste, for they said, “We will all be dead.” [emphasis added]
 
Pharaoh finally admitted Moses’ God was God and he wasn’t.  We’ve all experienced the consequences of living life in opposition to God instead of living in cooperation with God.  What’s it TAKEN in your life, or what’s it GOING TO TAKE in your life, for you to come to this point of surrender and confession?  

Every one of us has to figure out how to answer this critical question, or we’re just going to keep on stumbling around in the dark, separated from fellowship with God instead of being in relationship with God.  Do see how important it is that we figure out that there is one true God and that we’re not Him?  Seriously!

If you’ve been at 2nd Street for a while, then you’ve probably heard me talk about the phrase, THE GREAT EXCHANGE, which describes in simple detail the awesome reality of what happens when we surrender our lives to God and ask Him to forgive our sins and teach us a whole new way to be human.  In THE GREAT EXCHANGE …

· We give God our sin, and He gives us His holiness.
· We give God our brokenness, and He gives us His wholeness.
· We give God our despair, and He gives us His hope.
· We give God our weakness, and He gives us His strength.
· We give God our shame and He gives us His forgiveness.
· We give God our anxiety and fear, and He gives us His peace.
· We give God our darkness, and He gives us His light.
· We give God our death, and He gives us His life.
· We give God our dishonesty, and He gives us His truth.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]No wonder former 18th-Century slave trader John Newton, after surrendering his life to God and experiencing THE GREAT EXCHANGE was led to write these words while pastoring the Church of England in Olney, in the NE British Province of York …

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound; that saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.

One of the greatest pastor-teachers, authors, and prophets of the 20th-Century was a man who was part of the Christian & Missionary Alliance denomination of churches … a man by the name of Alden Wilson Tozer … who was most commonly called A.W.  I encourage every Christ-follower to read Tozer’s classic 1961 book The Knowledge Of The Holy, which explores with DEPTH and SIMPLICITY the character traits of the God we serve when we enter into THE GREAT EXCHANGE.  In The Knowledge Of The Holy, A.W. Tozer writes …

“What we think about God is the most important thing about us.”

Without a doubt.  Tozer goes on to write that people who’ve made the choice to live this life of surrender and confession God calls us to, have three distinct marks …

1. THEY’RE FACING ONLY ONE DIRECTION … they have singleness of heart and mind … of mission and purpose.

2. THEY DON’T TURN BACK … they believe that to go back to where they were, would be to die.

3. THEY NO LONGER HAVE PLANS OF THEIR OWN … they’ve “died to self” and become “alive to God.”
  
Are you seeing these three distinct marks alive and growing in your life?  Pharaoh now sees who God is – he’s admitting that he’s not God, and that the God of the Israelites is bigger, stronger, and more buff than he is.  But as we’ll see in the upcoming chapters of EXODUS, even this realization won’t mean Pharaoh is at the end of the rope, at the bottom of the barrel, or that he’s experiencing real, and lasting change.

EXODUS 12:34-36 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

34 So the people took their dough before it was leavened, with their kneading bowls bound up in the clothes on their shoulders.
35 Now the sons of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, for they had requested from the Egyptians articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing;
36 and the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have their request.  Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

God said that on the night of THE EXODUS, the Jews weren’t to put yeast in their dough, because it would take too long to rise … so they were to bring unleavened bread with them.  This is why the Jews still celebrate THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, which begins every spring, on the day after they celebrate PASSOVER.

Like I shared with you two weeks ago, throughout God’s Word, leaven or yeast is symbolically used to represent sin.  When leaven is put into bread dough, it spreads throughout the dough and makes it rise.  Sin is anything you and I choose to think, say, or do that misses the mark … sin is anything that separates us from the plans and the purposes of God.  And when we say “yes” to sin in our lives, that sin is a lot like leaven, or yeast in a lump of dough.  Here’s more about how sin works, and what our response to sin, as followers of God, must be …

1. SIN ALWAYS GROWS AND SPREADS.

Waking up to the truths and the realities of our lives, as we see sin growing and spreading … We must admit that we’re powerless over sin – and that our lives have become unmanageable.

2. SIN ALWAYS GROWS AND SPREADS.

Waking up to the truths and the realities of our lives, as we see the overwhelming consequences of our sin … We must believe that One greater than ourselves can restore us to sanity … and that that One is God.

3. SIN ALWAYS GROWS AND SPREADS.

Waking up to the truths and the realities of our puffed-up, arrogant lives when we are at the center, not God, and as we admit that all of our own efforts have entirely failed us …
 
We’ve got to make a decision to turn our will and our lives over fully to the care of God.

EXODUS 12:37-39 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

37 Now the sons of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, aside from children.
38 A mixed multitude also went up with them, along with flocks and herds, a very large number of livestock.
39 They baked the dough, which they had brought out of Egypt, into cakes of unleavened bread.  For it had not become leavened, since they were driven out of Egypt and could not delay, nor had they prepared any provisions for themselves.

So about 600,000 men, or an estimated 2.5 million men, women, and children, packed up, left Egypt, and headed out toward the land God had promised to their ancestor Abraham, the land you and I now know as modern-day Israel.  And as this caravan of 2.5 million people left Egypt, it stretched out in a line almost 150 miles long.  That’s one big camping trip!

This mixed multitude, as they’re referred to in v. 38 included Egyptians as well as Jews.  Over the past 400+ years that the Jews were living in Egypt, there had been some intermarrying between the Jews and the Egyptians, and some conversions to Judaism, and no doubt, many close friendships that had developed.  So when the Jews got called to begin this new chapter of their life as a nation, there were also some non-Jews who jumped onto the Exodus bandwagon.

Friends, I’m not telling you to live in a Christian bubble, where YOUR ONLY FRIENDS are people who are other seekers and followers of Jesus Christ.  I mean, if you and I aren’t living out the Gospel in the world, AND if we’re not being the salt and the light of Jesus Christ in the world, AND if we’re not remaining open to the  not-yet-Christian friends God brings into our lives, AND if we’re not willing to journey with people toward Jesus Christ, then mark my words, because without a doubt we’re going to become lazy, mediocre, lukewarm, self-righteous, religious Christians.  Turn to the person next to you and say, “Seriously, I don’t want you to be like that.”
NUMBERS 11 tells us that some of the people who joined the Jews in the Exodus took their eyes off God and onto their circumstances almost right off the bat – they started blaming God for their wandering around out in the desert … and they wanted to go back to living the “good life” as slaves in Egypt.  In other words, they were going in the right direction and then they wanted to turn back around and go backwards … they wanted to trust and rely on their own plans instead of on God’s plans for their lives.  Have you ever done that?  Here’s how this is described in NUMBER 11:4-6 …

NUMBERS 11:4-6 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

4-6 Some troublemakers among them wanted better food, and soon all the Israelites began complaining.  They said, “We want meat.  We remember the fish we ate for free in Egypt.  We also had cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic.  But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!” [emphasis added]

If you’re like me, then you’ve noticed how sometimes God arranges circumstances so that our obedience to Him simply becomes necessary - even if we wouldn’t have normally chosen it.  For example, God may have asked you to walk away from a  troublemaking friendship in your life … a relationship that was pulling you away from Him and from the life He has for you … and then that person ditched you before you can make the wise choice to take them out of your inner circle of influence.  If you’ve ever had something like that happen, it was God DOING AN INTERVENTION on us … helping us get into the spiritual rehab of a life with Him.  And here’s our SECOND FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 2

WHO we hang out with, and WHERE we hang out, most heavily influences our thinking, our words, our priorities, and our actions.

Maturing followers of God make these choices of WHO and WHERE carefully, and with discerning wisdom learn to LIVE AS LIGHT IN THE WORLD, and surrender to being SHAPED BY GOD, AND NOT BY THE WORLD.
 
 EXODUS 12:40-42 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

40 Now the time that the sons of Israel lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years.
41 And at the end of four hundred and thirty years, to the very day, all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.
42 It is a night to be observed for the LORD for having brought them out from the land of Egypt; this night is for the LORD, to be observed by all the sons of Israel throughout their generations.

And so, THE EXODUS began, 430 years after Joseph’s family first showed up in Egypt, looking for food and shelter.  What a night.  And from this time forward, God had the authors of the Bible use this phrase from v. 41 … went out from the land of Egypt … 56 more times  … revealing that without a doubt God wants all the people who say they know Him, love Him, and are in relationship with Him to remember that HE IS THE GOD OF DELIVERANCE.

ILLUSTRATION … In fact, let’s take time right now, to tell one another some of the different ways we’ve experienced THE GREAT EXCHANGE … some of the different ways we’re experiencing God’s DELIVERANCE, HEALING, and REDEMPTION right now in our lives …

EXODUS 12:43-49 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

43 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the Passover:  No foreigner is to eat of it;
44 but every man’s slave purchased with money, after you have circumcised him, then he may eat of it.
	45 A sojourner or a hired servant shall not eat of it.
46 It is to be eaten in a single house; you are not to bring forth any of the flesh outside of the house, nor are you to break any bone of it.
47 All the congregation of Israel are to celebrate this.
48 But if a stranger sojourns with you, and celebrates the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate it; and he shall be like a native of the land.  But no uncircumcised person may eat of it.
49 The same law shall apply to the native as to the stranger who sojourns among you.”
 
ILLUSTRATION … Soon after joining the US Navy, a new recruit asked her Commanding Officer for a PASS so she could attend a wedding.  Her CO gave her the PASS, but informed her that she had to be back on the Navy Base by 7:00 p.m. on Sunday evening.

“But Sir, you don’t understand,” the recruit said to her CO. “I’m in the wedding.”

“No,” her CO shot back at her, “YOU’RE THE ONE who doesn’t understand.  You’re in the Navy!”

Gang, God doesn’t want you and me making the choice to be half-hearted disciples.  In fact, there’s really no such thing as a half-hearted disciples of God.  We’re either a sold out disciple, or we’re a poser, a faker, and a wannabe.  God wants you and me, as His followers to wholly give ourselves over to Him.

When we come into a relationship with God, and pledge our lives to God’s ownership and to God’s direction, and when we tell God that we’re done trying to be the god of our own lives (because we’ve woken up to the truth that it was those choices that got us a front-row seat at a life of heartache and painful consequences) … at that time of giving up and turning our lives over to God, God, not us, is the One who gets to set the standards and the guidelines for our lives … from that day forward.
Beginning on the night before THE EXODUS, Passover was commemorated in each and every Jewish household, and it’s still commemorated annually by Jews all over the world.  And in the celebrating of Passover we see many symbolic references to the new life Jesus brought into the world through His death on the cross.

In JOHN 19:31-36 Jesus quoted King David, from PSALM 22:17, that even though the Messiah would die on the cross, none of His bones would be broken … and when His crucifixion took place,, while the bones of the two men who died on either side of Jesus had their legs broken to assure their deaths … because then they’d no longer be able to push themselves up with their legs to breath … when the soldiers came to Jesus, He was already dead.  And one more, of the more than 300 prophecies about the Messiah in The Old Testament was fulfilled.

EXODUS 12:50-51 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

50 Then all the sons of Israel did so; they did just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron.
51 And on that same day the LORD brought the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their hosts.

Abraham was born about 2,015 BC (GENESIS 11:26), and he died about 1,840 BC (GENESIS 25:7-10).  Moses was born about 1,590 BC (EXODUS 6:16, 18, 20), and he lived for 120 years (DEUTERONOMY 34:7), to around 1,470 BC.

Did you know that before Abraham, there was no such thing as a Jew?  When we read about Abraham coming into relationship with God in GENESIS 12-15, he became the first Jew.  So, Jews are the only race of people we know of that was supernaturally born out of belief, instead of being created by God at the beginning of time.

But when Israel left Egypt on this first day of THE EXODUS, they became more than a RACE OF PEOPLE … on that day, for the first time in their history, the Jews became A NATION.  It was like their 430 years of living in Egypt … the first 200+ years as guests … and the second 200+ years as slaves … it was like their whole time in Egypt, was a 430 year gestation, during which, the Jews, like an embryo grew larger and larger and larger … and then the NINE PLAGUES were like labor pains … and then at the PASSOVER and THE EXODUS the Jews were BIRTHED AS A NATION.  And now God begins EXODUS 13 by telling the Jews that every firstborn, human and animal belongs to Him.

EXODUS 13:1-2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Sanctify to Me every firstborn, the first offspring of every womb among the sons of Israel, both of man and beast; it belongs to Me.”

How many of you are firstborn in your families?  Does God likes firstborns, but isn’t so hip about the rest of us?  Of course not.  God loves us all the same.  But the idea here is that the firstborn was to be set apart to God’s exclusive use – and actually, that every firstborn belonged to God.  Just as the Israelites were God’s firstborn nation, God wanted the Jews to consecrate the firstborn, human or animals, as a way to constantly remember that God loved them, and had rescued them by taking them out of Egyptian slavery.
 
EXODUS 13:3-7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

3 Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you went out from Egypt, from the house of slavery; for by a powerful hand the LORD brought you out from this place.  And nothing leavened shall be eaten.
4 On this day in the month of Abib, you are about to go forth.
5 It shall be when the LORD brings you to the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, which He swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, that you shall observe this rite in this month.
6 For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the LORD.
7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten throughout the seven days; and nothing leavened shall be seen among you, nor shall any leaven be seen among you in all your borders.

The FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD represented a life of purity with God, and it begins the day after the blood-paid deliverance of the PASSOVER.  And gang, the FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD illustrates the rock-solid, set-into-stone, unchangeable principle that you and I can only walk in purity before God after the blood-deliverance of Jesus Christ’s death on the cross.

I love that the FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD began with, and ended with a feast, which was a big old party!  In other words, the FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD wasn’t a joyless, somber time.  And I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON this morning …

FAITH LESSON 3

Making the choice to walk in purity with God is a choice to live a life filled with joy!  It’s about gain, not about loss.

 EXODUS 13:8-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

8 You shall tell your son on that day, saying, ‘It is because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.’
9 And it shall serve as a sign to you on your hand, and as a reminder on your forehead, that the law of the LORD may be in your mouth; for with a powerful hand the LORD brought you out of Egypt.
10 Therefore, you shall keep this ordinance at its appointed time from year to year.

God didn’t want the Jews to ever forget about this deliverance.  But as the Jews often did, and as you and I can also be prone to doing, the Jews took God’s simple instructions and turned them into a complicated set of religious rules.  And these are the verses that the Jews used as the basis of wearing what many Jews still wear today – small leather boxes, holding strips of parchment or vellum with Scripture references written on them … they’re called phylacteries … and many Jews keep these little boxes on a chord that they keep in their hand, or put them on a headband that they wear with the phylactery hanging between their eyebrows, just above their eyes.

[image: Description: GODRIC:Users:Gregg:Desktop:Phylacteries.jpeg]
Centuries later, in MATTHEW 23:5 Jesus told the Jewish leaders to stop wasting their time trying to impress God with outward symbols like this … because it’s the interior life of their hearts and minds where God wants to do His primary work of transformation – because once our insides are transformed, then the outside can be worked on.  But that God always wants to start with our hearts.


It should have been obvious to the Jews that God wasn’t being literal here because in v. 9 he says that God’s Word should be in their mouths … and clearly God didn’t mean that they were to cram these phylacteries into their mouths and carry them around that way.  When it comes to understanding and applying God’s Word in our lives, the simplest interpretation is usually the correct one.  So when it comes to our life of faith with God, for pity-sakes, let’s keep it simple.

EXODUS 13:11-16 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

11 “Now when the LORD brings you to the land of the Canaanite, as He swore to you and to your fathers, and gives it to you,
12 you shall devote to the LORD the first offspring of every womb, and the first offspring of every beast that you own; the males belong to the LORD.
13 But every first offspring of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, then you shall break its neck; and every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem.
14 And it shall be when your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ then you shall say to him, ‘With a powerful hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery.
15 It came about, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that the LORD killed every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of beast.  Therefore, I sacrifice to the LORD the males, the first offspring of every womb, but every firstborn of my sons I redeem.’

16 So it shall serve as a sign on your hand and as phylacteries on your forehead, for with a powerful hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt.”

In v. 14, God tells Moses, that when the Jewish families celebrate PASSOVER, and THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, that the time will come that their children will begin to question what they’re doing, and he tells them to be ready with an answer.  And this past week I’ve been pondering this instruction from God, and thinking about how it remains connected with you and I as follower of Jesus Christ in the 21st-Century.  For those of us with kids, as they get older, they begin to look for answers regarding our spiritual traditions … “Dad, why do we eat crackers and grape juice at church?”  “Mom, why do we lift our hands during the singing?”

And friends, our answer should always be the same as the answer God told Moses to tell the parents to tell their children in v. 14, “Because of what God has done and what God has commanded.”  And so as parents we should say to our children, and to the people God brings into our lives …

“God has rescued me and given me a new life, and God is teaching me a whole new way to be human.  And so I’m making the choice to live, and think, and speak, and prioritize my life the way God has told me to … believing that God knows what He’s doing, and that His plans are better than anything I could come up with myself.”

If the lamb represents Jesus, who do you think the donkey represents?  That’s right.  You and me.  Well, mainly you.  But you and me.  And I don’t think it’s an accident that God established the concept of a lamb redeeming a donkey here, because donkeys are a perfect representative of both me, and you.  Donkeys are stubborn.  Donkeys don’t like to be saddled or told what to do, and more often than not.  And donkeys carry around a lot of heavy burdens, most of which belong to somebody else, who put them onto their backs.  Do you see it?

But fortunately, for you and for me, stubborn, selfish, burdened down donkey people, are exactly the kind of people God likes to find and come into relationship with, and then begin the journey of transforming them into His character.
 
EXODUS 13:17-18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

17 Now when Pharaoh had let the people go, God did not lead them by the way of the land of the Philistines, even though it was near; for God said, “The people might change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.”
18 Hence God led the people around by the way of the wilderness to the Red Sea; and the sons of Israel went up in martial array from the land of Egypt.

The coastal route, known as the VIA MARIS, or THE WAY OF THE SEA, was the shortest and most common way to travel from Egypt to the Promised Land.  And yet the VIA MARIS was also the road where Egypt had the most military outposts – and God knew the people of Israel didn’t need to face opposition right out of the gate, so He led them a different way.
 
The Jews knew their geography and I’m sure that as they left Egypt, a lot of them were scratching their heads, wondering why in the world God didn’t have them take the VIA MARIS; it had smooth roads, it was the shortest distance, and because it was a trade route, there was plenty of food and water along the way.  But the dangers of the VIA MARIS were too great, even though the Jews couldn’t see them.  And the same thing is true in our walk with God today … so it’s here that I see our FOURTH FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 4

Oftentimes the way that SEEMS RIGHT TO US turns out to be full of dangers we can't even think of.  Maturing followers of God learn to use the tools God gives us … they learn to walk by faith not sight, and they learn to consistently seek God’s counsel through God, through God’s Word, and through others they see living out God’s character.
  
EXODUS 13:19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, “God will surely take care of you, and you shall carry my bones from here with you.”
 
When Joseph died in Egypt, he asked that his bones be taken to the Promise Land God would one day give to the Jews.  In GENESIS 50:25-26 we read that Joseph wasn’t buried in the ground, but that his bones remained in a sarcophagus, above the ground, for over 400 years.  So when the Jews left Egypt they went to Joseph’s sarcophagus, took off the lid, scooped out Joseph’s bones, put them into a bag and  hit the road jack.  God made this promise to Joseph, and now it was being fulfilled. 

EXODUS 13:20-22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

20 Then they set out from Succoth and camped in Etham on the edge of the wilderness.
21 The LORD was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them on the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night.
22 He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.

We’ll begin our study of EXODUS 14 two weeks from now by looking more in depth at these two verses.  But as we wrap up this morning, I want us to focus on the beautiful word at the beginning of v. 21 … The LORD was going before them.  As the Jews left the slavery of Egypt, God was giving Himself fully to them.  During the day when it was hot in the desert, God was their cloud cover, providing coolness.  And during the night, when it was cold, God was their fire, providing them with light and warmth. 

And gang, this is the same God you and I are in relationship with today.  God is still going before us, and He’s saying, “I’m the way, follow Me.”  And when you’re unsure about what’s happening with your job, God says, “I’m the way, follow Me.”.  And when you’re unsure about your marriage or unsure about other significant relationships in your life, God says, “I’m the way, follow Me.”  And when you’re confused and frustrated with your kids, God says, “I’m the way, follow Me.”  And when you’re fearful about your health, God says, “I’m the way, follow Me.”

When we leave the land of sin and begin following God, we have this same God the Jews had when they left Egypt … we have this same pillar of cloud by day and this same pillar of fire by night the Children of Israel had.  You might say, “Gregg, what are you saying.  You’re crazy.  I don’t see any cloud!”  In JOHN 14 the Apostle Thomas said the same thing, and here’s what Jesus said …

JOHN 14:4-6 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

4-6 [Jesus said] “You know the way to the place I’m going.”  Thomas asked, “Lord, we don’t know where You are going.  How can we know the way?”  Jesus answered, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.” [emphasis added]

Jesus was the cloud the Israelites followed through the desert … Jesus was and always will be the cloud you and I are to follow today.  Nineteen times throughout the four Gospels Jesus said, “follow Me”.  Let’s walk in the example Jesus set for us.
But Jesus also appeared as a pillar of fire, as v. 21 says, “to give them light.”  You might say, “Gregg, what are you saying.  You’re crazy.  I don’t see any pillar of fire!” … but JOHN 1 describes this same light-giving Jesus to us …

JOHN 1:1-2, 4b-5 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION)

1-2 In the beginning was the One who is called the Word [Jesus Christ].  The Word [Jesus Christ] was with God and was truly God.  
4b-5 Everything that was created received its life from Him, and His life gave light to everyone.  The light keeps shining in the dark, and darkness has never put it out. [emphasis added]

His name is Jesus.  He’s the way, the truth, and the life.  He’s the light of the world, and nobody and nothing can put Him out.  Let’s follow Him.  Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

NEXT SUNDAY … 2ND STREET’S YOUTH PASTOR JON MARONI WILL TEACH ON “THE COST OF COMMUNITY” FROM JOHN 15:12-17 AND ACTS 2:42-47.  INVITE SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO ISN’T YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS AND COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!  JOIN GREGG AND OTHERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE THURSDAY AT 6:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS.
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It’s good to gather with you here 

this morning …

 

t

o

 

draw near to God, 

to worship God,

 

to fellowship with one another, and to be encouraged and equipped to take the 

Gospel back out into the world with us and 

passionately, visibly, and intentionally 

live 

it out in our homes, in our jobs, in our schools, in o

ur neighborhoods, and with the 

people God brings across our p

aths.  Thanks for creating time in y

our life to be here

.

 

 

Because of Pharaoh’s 

hardness of heart

, w

e’ve 

watched

 

the 

Egyptians;

 

over 

many 

weeks, or even months,

 

endure

 

the havoc of

 

NINE PLAGUES

.  

And then, 

a

fter going 

through

 

God’s 

judgment 

that cost the lives of the firstborn of every person and animal 

in Egypt, 

now

 

we’re

 

finally 

going to see 

Pharaoh 

let the Israelites 

go

.  But

 

friends, 

just

 

about

 

what Pharaoh 

and

 

the people 

who were supposed to 

b

e under 

his

 

care, 

have

 

lost.

  

It’s s

taggering

.  

And I see our 

FIRST

 

FAITH LESSON

 

here 

…

 

 

FAITH LESSON 1

 

 

The 

sinful choices 

you and I make

 

NEVER

 

affect 

just 

us 

–

 

they affect 

the people

 

we love, and who love us, a

nd 

often

times

,

 

even the 

people 

out 

on the pe

riphery of our lives.

 

 

And g

ang, until we wake up to this truth, and until we begin to own the consequences 

of our choices, we’re

 

not going to make new choices 

that will move us toward 

maturity in Jesus Christ instead of stalling us out in 

the

 

transformati

on of taking on 

more of 

God’s character 

in our lives … so that our 

THOUGHTS

, our 

WORDS

, our 

ACTIONS

 

and our 

PRIORITIES

 

reflect those of Jesus Christ, and 

that reflect 

less and 

less

 

of the old us before we 

surrendered our 

sin, our 

egos, our fears, and our p

ain, 

and 

came into a relationship with God.  Do you see it?

  

Please turn with me in your 

Bibles to the second book of 

The Old Testament

, 

EXODU

S 12:

31

 

…

 

 

To say that Pharaoh was 

finally 

about to 

let the children of Israel go

 

is 

an enormous 

understatement 

… 

because at this point in time, after the 

NINE PLAGUES

, and after 

the 

DEATH OF HIS FIRSTBORN SON

, Pharaoh’s

 

commanding them

 

to pack up their 

own personal stuff, and to take a 

take all the gold, and 

silve

r, and clothing 

they can 

collect

 

from 

the 

Egyptians, a

nd 

EXIT STAGE RIGHT

.  And in 

the 

giving 

of 

this 

command

, 

Pharaoh is doing 

exactly

 

what God 

said in

 

EXODUS 11:

1

 

he

’d 

do 

…

 

 

EXODUS 12:31

-

33

 

(NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 

 

31

 

Then

 

he 

[

Pharaoh

] 

called

 

for Moses and Aaron at night and said, 

 

“Rise up,

 

get

 

out f

rom among my people, both you and the sons of 

Israel; and

 

go,

 

worship the

 

LORD

, as you have said.

 

